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Ideas and Resources for the Observance of 

Veterans’ Day  

 
”…there shall be presented in each common school educational 

activities suitable to the observance of Veterans’ Day…such 

programs shall embrace topics tending to instill a loyalty and 

devotion to the institutions and laws of this state and nation.”  

- RCW 28A.230.160 

 

“Anytime we ask students to buy into a concept or virtue, we can’t 

ask them to do it blindly.” 

- Jim Ayers, Vietnam veteran and retired school principal   

 

Supporting Troops in the U.S. Armed Forces  
 
Blue Star Families 

Frequent moves, deployments, and transitions can make it hard for military families to establish 

strong, trusted networks. Blue Star Families bridge the gap between military family communities and 

the general public. Through partnerships, Blue Star Families provides free resources, services, and 

opportunities to more than 1.5 million military family members—making military life more 

sustainable. https://bluestarfam.org/ 

 

Book List for Military Community and Supporters 

This site contains the most extensive listing of books for the military community and military 

supporters. From books for military spouse, families, children and veterans coping with the wounds 

of war, this site describes books that are helpful.  

http://www.operationwearehere.com/BookLists.html 

 

Department of Defense 
The Department of Defense is a clearing house for all support groups as well as a resource for 

soldiers seeking information. The site features stories of how communities, non-profit organizations, 

individuals and corporations support the military in countless ways, and it provides information 

about these organizations that provide such critical support. http://www.defense.gov/Resources 

 

Hugs Project 
The Hugs Project started in May 2004 in Oklahoma by Ray and Karen Stark. It is a non profit 501 C 3 

organization that sends ties (affectionately nicknamed "hugs" since they go around the neck) to 

soldiers. This group was the first to recognize the need to help keep American troops cool during the 

summer and warm during the winter. The organization also sends care packages and other 

handmade items to service men and women overseas. http://www.thehugsproject.com/ 

 

 

https://bluestarfam.org/
http://www.operationwearehere.com/BookLists.html
http://www.defense.gov/Resources
http://www.thehugsproject.com/


 

Supporting Troops in the U.S. Armed Forces Continued 

 

Iraq Veterans Against the War  
The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution grants citizens the right to “peaceably to assemble, and 

to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” Exploring the perspectives of former soldiers 

actively engaged in ending war is a way of highlighting a principle granted in the Bill of Rights and 

honoring their opinions. The organization formed in 2004 with the mission: We work to build a service-

member and veteran led movement that ends militarism by transforming ourselves, military culture and 

American society. http://ivaw.org/ 

 

Military.com 

One service Military.com offers veterans is helping them get involved in a military or veteran 

association. With literally thousands of organizations, associations, non-profits and for-profit 

groups and associations from which to choose, this organization helps veterans and military 

families the right organization that matches their needs. The encourage veterans to ask five 

crucial questions:  

 

 What kind of organization do I want? 

 Do they offer a wide range of services? 

 Does it have a local office? 

 How much does it cost? 

 Does it have a good track record? 

http://www.military.com/spouse/military-life/military-resources/military-and-veteran-

associations.html 

 

Operation We Are Here 

Operation We Are Here is an organization dedicated to linking military families and soldiers to 

the resources they need. Their mission is to: 

 create an awareness of the challenges of the military community 

 offer practical suggestions to churches, communities and individuals on how to support and 

encourage the military community 

 provide a comprehensive list of resources for the military community and its supporters 

http://www.operationwearehere.com/MilitaryFamilySupportOrganizations.html 

 

USO Holiday Care Package  

Among the many things the United Service Organization does is to provide holiday care packages to 

deployed service members. Spending time away from family and friends for weeks and months at a 

time is difficult. The USO understands this and has crafted care packages to keep troops connected to 

family, home and country during specific holidays. Learn how you can donate and help bring holiday 

cheer to soldiers. http://www.uso.org/operation-uso-care-package.aspx 
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Resources and Information for Veterans’ Day Observations 

 
American War Library 

The world's largest on-line military, veteran, and military family registry: over 72 million military 

listings from pre-Revolutionary War to the Present. Included in the library are thousands of pages of 

data, photos, maps, statistics, documentation and files on all of America's military missions. 

http://www.amervets.com/index.htm 

 

American Veteran Center 

The mission of the American Veteran Center is to guard the legacies and honor the sacrifices of all 

American veterans. Through oral history preservation, educational programs and civic events they 

preserve the stories – and lessons – of veterans past and present, from which future generations can 

learn. Each year a number of events and resources are featured. 

http://www.americanveteranscenter.org/about/  

 

Arlington National Cemetery  
Arlington National Cemetery conducts between 27 and 30 funeral services each week day and 

between 6 and 8 services on Saturday. The grounds of the 624 acres of Arlington National Cemetery 

honor those who have served our nation by providing a sense of beauty and peace in its rolling green 

hills. The site is full of both historical and current event features regarding Arlington National 

Cemetery. http://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/ 

 

Congressional Medal of Honor Society Community Programs 

The Congressional Medal of Honor Society’s Community Programs page contains information about 

hosting, honoring, and supporting CMOH recipients, both living and deceased, as well as information 

about organizing a patriotic assembly utilizing one of the 100 living Medal of Honor recipients.  

http://www.cmohs.org/community-programs.php 

 

Department of Veterans’ Affairs  

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs has a useful website with three unique features 

http://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/ 

 

 Poster Gallery Download the national posters for Veterans Day since 1978. 

http://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/gallery.asp 

 Statistics View statistics on veteran profiles, state summaries and reports on a broad range of 

topics. https://www.va.gov/vetdata/    

 Veterans Day Regional Sites 

Each year, the Veterans Day National Committee recognizes select Veterans’ Day observances 

throughout the country that represent fitting tributes to America’s heroes. From stirring parades 

and ceremonies to military exhibits and tributes to distinguished veterans, these events serve as 

models for other communities to follow in planning their own observances. Check the VA Veterans 

Day page to see which sites in Washington were selected this year: 

http://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/ 
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History Channel 
 Take a Veteran to School Day The History Channel sponsors the national “Take a Veteran to 

School Day” campaign, which is non-partisan experience for students in grade K-12. The goal is to 

link veterans of all ages with young people in our schools and communities. The site includes how 

to guides, grade level information, interviewing skills as well as additional information. 

http://www.history.com/teacher-resources 

 Honor a Vet The History Channel has a number of resources to help schools observe Veterans’ Day 

http://www.history.com/history-honors 

 

Infoplease.com Search: Veterans’ Day 

This site contains historical and current military statistics, history of the holiday, war poetry and 

books, photographs and videos, summaries of each U.S. war conflict and more. 

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/veteransday1.html 

 

Library of Congress Veterans History Project  

The Veterans History Project created by an act of Congress in 2000 relies on volunteers to collect and 

preserve stories of wartime service. The site includes access to video and audio files of veterans 

telling their stories so future generations can better understand the realities of war. 

http://www.loc.gov/vets/ Some of the unique perspectives include:  

 Experiencing War: Hispanics in Service http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-hispanic.html  

 Women at Warhttp://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-womenatwar.html 

 African Americans at War: Fighting Two Battles http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-

afam.html 

 LGBT Veterans http://www.loc.gov/vets/stories/ex-war-lgbt-2016.html 
 

North of Boston Library Exchange  
The North of Boston Library Exchange annually updates their Veterans’ Day resource page. Links 

include:  Arlington National Cemetery, U.S. Flag Home Page, American Battle Monuments 

Commission and more. http://www.noblenet.org/year/veterans.html 

 

Olympia State Capitol Veterans’ Memorials  
A guide to the veteran memorials and the history behind them that are a part of the state capitol 

campus in Olympia.  http://www.leg.wa.gov/MEMORIALS/Pages/default.aspx 
 

Stars and Stripes Veterans’ Day Quiz  

The Family Education Network has created a quick five question quiz that provides an overview of 

Veterans’ Day.  http://quizzes.familyeducation.com/page/55391.html?detoured=1 
 

U.S. Flag Home Page 
All about the Stars and Stripes  http://www.usflag.org/ 

 

War will exist until that distant day when the conscientious 

objector enjoys the same reputation and prestige that the 

warrior does today.  

- John F. Kennedy  
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Other Observance Ideas  

• Flag presentation  

• Sing patriotic songs and explain the history behind them  

• Band/choir performances  

• Banners and signs  

• Read letters from soldiers  

• Send letters to people serving in the armed forces  

• Speeches and essays  

• Audiovisual presentations  

• Dramas  

• Recite poem “Flander’s Field”  

• Research stories behind Congressional Medal of Honor awardees  

• Paraphrase the flag salute  

• Purchase small flags for all  

• Prisoner of war speech  

• Sing all the verses to the Star Spangled Banner  

• Moment of silence  

• Candle light service  

• Wreath to local Veterans of Foreign Wars chapter  

• Read Dr. Seuss book, The Butter Battle Book  

• Read Mark Twain’s “The War Prayer”  

• Red, white and blue day  

• Armed services hat day  

• Write letters to people in veterans’ hospitals and homes  

• Invite veterans from the community to an assembly  

• Map showing where current armed forces personnel are stationed  

 


