
 

In 1956 principals sponsored their first, statewide student leadership camp with the belief that trained 

student leaders could impact the climate and culture of a school.  In the 60 years that followed we have 

continued to support student leaders through a variety of programs with thousands continuing after 

graduation to make a difference in their chosen careers and communities. The Association of 

Washington School Principals (AWSP), through its student leadership division the Association of 

Washington Student Leaders (AWSL) is excited to announce a new program and vision led by a new 

generation of AWSL Alumni. We have truly grown our own!  

I met James Layman, Rachel Obenchain and Amanda (Miller) St. Pierre in the summer of 2002. As 

delegates at high school camp they were eager to learn about leadership and take their new skills back 

to Central Valley HS (James and Rachel) and East Valley HS (Amanda) to lead their schools in a positive 

way. After graduating in 2003, all three came back to camp as junior counselors. All three went into 

education and are currently teaching in the greater Spokane area- James in the Mead SD, Rachel at 

Central Valley and Amanda for Spokane Public Schools. All three have been camp staff members for our 

programs since finishing high school. Their combined leadership skills are phenomenal, their approach 

thoughtful and their energy amazing. 

It was without reservation that AWSL approached them to take the lead as we open a new leadership 

camp for the summer of 2017 at our eastern Washington AWSP site, the Chewelah Peak Learning 

Center. They are three solid leaders with a vision for expanding the definition of Student Leader. I 

encourage you to send a new delegation of student leaders to Mission Peak this summer. We’re looking 

for delegations that bring all of your leaders together—band, dance, CTE organizations, multi-cultural 

clubs, sports, other clubs and ASB officers. Mission Peak will be the place to unite leaders and create a 

strong web of support for improving climate and culture in your school. Please join us! 

Warm regards, 

 

Susan Fortin, Director 
Association of Washington Student Leaders 
A division of the Association of Washington School Principals 
 


